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Legal Context 
This annual report has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 1 Part 3(h) of the 

Forestry Management Contract between Australian Forestry Management Pty Limited and 

the Forestry Commission of New South Wales (now known as the Forestry Corporation of 

NSW (FCNSW)) for the 2005 Softwood Project. 

Background 
The 2005 Softwood Project originally comprised seven 2006 age class plantation blocks. 

Due to Bushfires in late December 2019 destroying five of the plantation blocks and the 

subsequent termination of these areas, the 2005 Softwood Project now comprises of two 

properties and a total area of 359.5 ha (Table 1)   

The remaining plantation blocks are Parkers, located near Tumut within the Tumut 

Management Area (TMA) of FCNSW Snowy Region and Mingary Vale which is located near 

Oberon within Bathurst Management Area (BMA) of FCNSW Northern Softwoods Region. 

Plantation Area Review 
The current area of the properties being managed in the 2005 Softwood Project is based on 

a review of the net stocked area of plantation within the 2005 Softwood Project undertaken 

in 2018 (Table 1). The review captured mortality and natural attrition that has occurred since 

plantation establishment. 

Table 1 –Net Stocked Area 2018    

Plantation Net Stocked Area in 2018 (ha) 

Parker 193.2 

Mingary Vale  166.3 

Total  359.5 

 

The updated net stocked area includes Forestry Right Land and Adjoining Land. 

2020-21 Growing Season  
Rainfall in the Tumut Management Area (TMA) was above average during the reporting 

period (Figure 1) with good rainfall occurring throughout the year.  Total rainfall at Burrinjuck 

Dam was 1042 mm compared to a long-term average of 923 mm (refer Annexure A). 

Compared to the 19/20 season, the summer was relatively mild with significantly fewer heat 

waves and minimal period of higher fire danger. 
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Similarly, the Bathurst Management Area experienced a mild year with only average 

temperatures (Figure 2) and annual rainfall very much above average (Figure 1). Oberon 

received 1071mm from July 2020 to June 2021 against an average of 836mm (refer Annexure 

A).   Rainfall was well distributed across the growing season. 

 

 Figure 1: NEW SOUTH WALES RAINFALL DECILES – 2020-2021 

Mean temperatures were above average (Figure 2).  

   

FIGURE 2 : NEW SOUTH WALES TEMPERATURE DECILES – 2020-2021 
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Stand Condition 
 

Mingary Vale 
The Mingary Vale plantation remains in good condition.  Trees are healthy with consistent 

rainfall contributing to strong growth.   

Overall form has been improved thanks to the first thinning operation completed across 

during the year (Figure 3).   The thinning also removed some of the snow damaged stems 

resulting from storms in August 2020.  

Smaller trees can be observed on rockier outcrops and their remains some isolated areas of 

poorer form trees around plantation edges and along drainage lines. 

The thinning, in conjunction with previous roadside pruning provides good plantation access 

(Figure 4). Post thinning stocking is consistent. 

 

 

 

FIGURE 3: MINGARY VALE – AUGUST 2021. SHOWING CONSISTENT STOCKING AND GOOD FORM FOLLOWING 

THINNING 
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FIGURE 4: MINGARY VALE - AUGUST 2020.  THE MAIN ROAD THROUGH THE PLANTATION HAS BEEN UPGRADED TO 

SUPPORT LOG TRANSPORT AND PROVIDES GOOD ACCESS TO THE PLANTATION.  

 

Parkers 
Tree growth during the year has been very good, due to excellent growing conditions, 

particularly where stocking and tree form are satisfactory. Good tree health was also 

observed. Areas where initial tree stocking was low generally have poorer tree form usually 

associated with lower tree stocking and poor tree height growth. As the trees develop in 

height the form of the upper tree is usually satisfactory, however butt sweep in the lower 

stem and heavier branching is evident on poorer form trees. These areas are generally sites 

with poorer drainage or rocky outcrops, as noted in previous reports. 
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FIGURE 5: PARKERS 2006 AC JULY 2021 – TREES GROWING WELL, WITH LARGER TREES HAVING VERY GOOD 

GROWTH RATES FOR THEIR AGE. 

Biosecurity & Forest Health 
Aerial forest health surveillance was undertaken in June 2021 and May 2021, over Tumut 

Management Area (Figure 6) and Bathurst Management Area (Figure 7). Aerial forest health 

surveillance was followed up with ground inspections. No significant forest health issues are 

presenting in the 2005 Softwood Project properties in Tumut or Bathurst, excepting some 

isolated areas of low-level tree mortality usually associated with drier conditions in summer. 

Dothistroma needle blight is present, at low levels, in lower lying areas of the Parkers 

plantation in the Tumut Management Area, similar to other plantation areas in the region. 

Infection levels are generally higher than average due to the seasonal conditions associated 

with regular rainfall. Treatment of Dothistroma is not recommended for the level of 

infection currently observed. 
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Sirex wood wasp is present though out plantations in Southern Australia. Parkers and 

Mingary Vale, properties are included in FCNSW’s routine control program to release and 

monitor biological control agents.  

 

 

FIGURE 6: FOREST HEALTH AERIAL SURVEILLANCE FLIGHT PATHS OVER TUMUT PLANTATIONS – JUNE 2021. 
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FIGURE 7: BATHURST MANAGEMENT AREA FOREST HEALTH AERIAL SURVEILLANCE FLIGHT PATH – MAY 2021. 

Fire Management 
There were no fire incidents within or near the Parker and Mingary Vale plantations. Routine 

fire risk reduction works and surveillance were undertaken during the reporting period within 

the Bathurst and Tumut Management Areas. 

Harvesting and Harvest Roading 
In the Tumut Management Area plantations, thinning harvest operations were expected to 

commence during 2021, subject to road access suitable for timber haulage being established 

to the Parkers property. Due to regional post fire salvage harvesting operations, thinning 

programs were postponed during 2020 and recommenced during 2021, however the 

Parkers property has not had thinning operations commence due to accessibility, 

particularly during wet weather and potential harvesting costs that may be applicable in 

areas of poor tree form. Currently thinning has been rescheduled to 2022. 

The Mingary Vale plantation received a first thinning during the year, with operations 

commencing in September 2020 and running through to June 2021.  Products were sold and 

transported to Oberon for processing.    Roads were upgraded to support transport 

operations. 

Legend

FlightLines

Mingary Vale 1:50,000 ±
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During this operation, approximately 1 in every 5 rows was removed (out-rows) to allow 

harvesting machines access to the entire stand.  Additional stems were then selectively 

removed from between the out-rows, targeting suppressed and poorer form stems, until 

the desired spacing and stand density was achieved.   

The gentle slopes and regular planting rows ensured a consistent final spacing could be 

realised. Quality control plotting shows the post thinning stocking at around 500 stems per 

hectare.    

Thinning concentrates the potential growth of the site onto a smaller number of trees, 

increasing sawlog size at final harvest and improving the average wood quality as the 

proportion of mature wood relative to low quality juvenile wood is increased in the retained 

trees. 

The reduction in tree stocking following thinning also reduces drought stress and the risk of 

more significant tree loss due to pests and diseases, including sirex wood wasp and 

Dothistroma. 

 

 

Other Management Issues 
Nil reported 
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Summary of Activities Planned for 2021/2022  
- Post-harvest road assessment and maintenance as required 

- Aerial forest health surveillance and monitoring 

- Fire risk reduction works and surveillance 

- Grazing where fencing is available 

 

 

Report Prepared by 

 

 

Charlie Taylor 

STEWARDSHIP AND FIRE MANAGER 

SNOWY REGION 

 
Russell Riepsamen 

PLANNING MANAGER 

NORTHERN SOFTWOODS REGION 
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Annexure A 

 

Monthly Rainfall Statistics 

  

 

 

 

 


