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Context 

This annual report has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 1 Part 3(h) of the 

Forestry Management Contract between AgriWealth Pty Limited and the Forestry 

Commission of New South Wales (now known as Forestry Corporation of NSW 

(FCNSW)) for the 2009 Softwood Timber Project. 
 

Background 

The 2009 Softwood Timber Project is located at Wandalla, 40 kilometres south west 

of Oberon within the Bathurst Management Area (BMA) of Northern Softwoods 

region of FCNSW. The project comprises 50 hectares of plantation established in 

winter 2010. Being the second planting program at Wandalla the plantation is referred 

to as Stage 2.  

 

 

2015-16 Growing Season  

The BMA was subject to quite a different growing season from that experienced in 

F15 without the episodes of heavy snow. Rainfall was close to average (Figure 1) but 

not evenly distributed throughout the season.  January rainfall was the highest in over 

a decade, with February being the warmest and driest in nearly twenty years.  Mean 

temperatures (Figure 2) were above average in the 2009 project area.  
 

 
Figure 1 – New South Wales Rainfall Deciles – 2015-2016 
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Figure 2 – New South Wales  Mean Temperature Deciles – 2015-2016 

 

 

 

Stand Condition  

The condition of the stand continues to be very good.  It is well stocked, healthy, 

vigorous and with reasonable form.  Wandalla was inspected in August 2016 and 

appears not to have been subjected to any conditions that have impacted on survival, 

health or form (see Figures 3, 4 and 5 below).   

 

 

 

Figure 3:  Wandalla Stage 2.  Six year old trees –  healthy and uniform (August 2016). 
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Figure 4:  Wandalla Stage 2.  Canopy 

closure should begin in the F17 growing 

season (August 2016). 

 

 
 

Figure 5:  Wandalla Stage 2.  Soil moisture 

is high leading into the Spring growth 

period  (August 2016). 
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Forest Health 

Aerial and ground based forest health surveillance was undertaken in July 2016.  

Preliminary reporting indicates no significant forest health issues are presenting in the 

2009 Radiata Pine Project. Final reports are yet to be released. 

 

Recent management inspections at Wandalla did not detect any forest health or 

nutritional issues. 

 

 

Fire Incidents 

No fire incidents have occurred within or close to any of the plantations.   

 

 

Other Management Issues 

Nil 

 

 

Report Prepared by 

 

 

William Shearman 

FOREST MODELLER 

NORTHERN SOFTWOODS 
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Annexure A 

 

Monthly Rainfall Statistics 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


